
Manor Park Citizens Association 
 

Resolution regarding the DC Comprehensive 
Planning Amendment Process (Framework Element) 

April 3, 2018 
 

Whereas, the DC Comprehensive Plan policies guide 
both private and public activities in the District of 
Columbia, especially as the Plan relates to future 
development and planning throughout the city; 
 
Whereas, the DC Office of Planning (OP), an executive 
agency charged with planning and development in DC, 
announced a Comprehensive Plan amendment cycle 
whereby OP accepted proposed amendments to the Plan 
from the public (plan.dc.gov); 
 
Whereas, OP published a process for reviewing all 
public comments during this Comprehensive Plan 
amendment cycle 
(https://plandc.dc.gov/page/amendment-process);   
 
Whereas, OP's written process indicates that OP will 
share their proposed planning policy changes with the 
public before OP delivers any Comprehensive Plan 
amendments to the DC Council  
(https://plandc.dc.gov/page/amendment-process); 
 
Whereas, executive agencies like OP are required to 
give notice to all Advisory Neighborhood Commissions at 
least 30 days before seeking changes to the city's 
comprehensive planning policies  
(D.C. Code § 1-309.10(c)(1)); 
 
Whereas, executive agencies like OP are required to 
host meetings and prepare documentation that is 
accessible to residents with limited or no-English 
proficiency in accordance the DC Language Access Act 
(D.C. Code § 2-1931–36). 
 
Whereas, on January 9, 2018, OP Director Eric Shaw 
provided OP’s proposed amendments to the Framework 
Element of the Comprehensive Plan directly to the DC 
Council, bypassing OP’s public review process and DC 
law; 
 
Whereas, the Framework Element of the 
Comprehensive Plan is a key leading chapter of the Plan, 
consisting of narrative, definitions, and data that sets 
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the direction for the rest of the Plan and for future development and planning 
for all neighborhoods in DC, and any changes to the Framework Element 
require thorough review and scrutiny by the public in collaboration with OP; 
 
Whereas, by delivering OP’s proposed amendments to the Framework Element 
of the Comprehensive Plan directly to the DC Council, OP bypassed public 
review, failing to fulfill its written amendment process and failing to follow the 
statutory requirements regarding notice to Advisory Neighborhood 
Commissions; 
 
Whereas, residents within the boundaries of the Manor Park Citizens 
Association submitted proposed amendments with regard to the Framework 
Element of the Comprehensive Plan, yet received no response from OP as 
detailed by OP’s procedures and as required by law as related to Resolutions by 
Advisory Neighborhood Commissions; 
 
Therefore, it is hereby resolved by the Executive Board of the Manor Park 
Citizens Association, in consultation with our members, that we urge the 
following steps before any action by the D.C. Council on OP's proposed 
amendments to the Framework Element of the Comprehensive Plan: 
 
1. OP staff must present their proposed Framework Element planning policy 
changes to each Ward, including at least two public meetings (with sufficient 
notice and childcare), plus any Advisory Neighborhood Commission and citizen / 
civic association meetings (including the Manor Park Citizens Association). OP 
must proactively seek feedback from Advisory Neighborhood Commissions, 
citizen / civic associations (including the Manor Park Citizens Association), and 
all residents who will be affected, document this feedback, and then respond to 
this feedback before re-submitting their proposed Framework Element planning 
policy changes to the D.C. Council, as detailed within OP’s internal procedures 
and relevant law. 
 

2. OP must provide full explanation of their proposed Framework Element 
planning policy changes, including the significant amendments to definitions on 
the Future Land Use Map. OP's changes would substantially increase 
development envelopes in all communities across the District of Columbia and 
adjust all of the city's planning maps, which residents have relied on for 
decades to understand a predictable future development forecast. OP must 
provide understandable data and clear impact analysis to support these 
wholesale citywide amendments; 
 
3. OP must explain their proposed amendments to the Framework Element 
describing the significant departure of DC's longtime residents as the result of 
“family ties, increased opportunities and lower cost of living.” We believe these 
amendments are misleading and obscure the displacement of DC’s Black 
residents resulting from dramatic increases in cost of living due, in part, to 
rapid development within the city. We seek a data-driven discussion regarding 
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demographic shifts in our city so that legislative and policy initiatives related to 
the Comprehensive Plan reflect the effects of gentrification and displacement 
and can assess actions necessary to protect DC's communities vulnerable to 
displacement and to project impacts. 
 
4. OP must translate all notices and materials related to the proposed 
Framework Element planning policy changes so that all residents, including 
those with limited or no-English proficiency, can understand the proposed 
changes to these fundamental planning policies affecting all DC residents. 


