
by electronic mail 
 
Keiko Yoshino 
Legislative Director  
Office of Councilmember Brandon T. Todd 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, Suite 105 
Washington, DC 20004 
kyoshino@dccouncil.us 
 
November 14, 2017 
 
RE: Universal Free Lunch for All Amendment Act of 2017 
 
Ms. Yoshino: 
 
Thank you for attending the October 15, 2017, meeting of 
the Manor Park Citizens Association (MPCA) to discuss 
Ward 4 Councilmember Brandon T. Todd’s proposed 
Universal Free Lunch for All Amendment Act of 2017. We 
are grateful for your time in addressing community 
questions and engaging in discussion regarding the 
important issue of school health. We are writing to 
memorialize and provide additional details regarding the 
feedback we have received from our community with 
regard to Councilmember Todd’s proposed legislation, 
specifically, and healthy schools, generally.  
 
Councilmember Todd has stated that the proposed 
legislation “[w]ould save DC families upwards of $50 per 
student, per month on lunch costs, regardless of zip code.” 
As you are aware, more than 75 percent of D.C. Public 
School and D.C. Public Charter School students already 
receive free lunch, either because their school has been 
certified under a federal program whereby the entire 
school receives free lunch or because the student qualifies 
for free lunch based on household gross income (or by 
residing in a household receiving benefits from SNAP, the 
Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations, or 
TANF). Therefore, the $50 savings would extend only to 
families with students who do not already receive free 
lunch (approximately 25 percent of D.C. Public School and 
D.C. Public Charter School students), and not students 
who already receive free lunch based on need. We 
recommend that the Councilmember determine the 
financial impact of the proposed legislation, including 
consideration of budgetary trade-offs. We believe it is 
important to understand how much money the District will  
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need to spend to implement the proposed legislation, who will receive the 
benefits of the proposed legislation, and how money that would be spent on the 
proposed legislation might otherwise support services for public schools in an 
equitable fashion. 
 
Councilmember Todd has also stated that the proposed legislation “[f]ocuses on 
healthy and nutritious meals.” Since the Councilmember’s proposed legislation 
does not directly address the quality and nutritional content of the food served, 
we encourage the Councilmember to consider measures to ensure healthy and 
nutritious school meals are served to the District’s students. For example, the 
Councilmember might consider support for programs such as FRESHFARM 
FoodPrints, which integrates hands-on gardening and cooking at partner 
schools in the District, or DC Bilingual’s Community Kitchen Project, which 
seeks to provide high-quality healthy meals prepared in-house with an 
emphasis on nutrition education and reducing food waste, as well as other 
programs that result in healthy and nutritious school meals for the District’s 
students. 
 
Related to the issue of healthy and nutritious meals, our community members 
have noted that the District’s current school food contract with SodexoMagic 
(which has been the subject of some controversy1) will be up for renegotiation. 
We encourage the Councilmember to take steps to secure a school food 
provider with the highest standards for food quality as a measure to ensure 
healthy and nutritious school meals for the District’s students. In this regard, 
we hope the Councilmember will support Ward 3 Councilmember Mary Cheh 
and Ward 6 Councilmember Charles Allen’s efforts to establish a Central Kitchen 
that would allow the District to prepare, process, grow, and store healthy and 
nutritious food for schools in-house.2 
 
Finally, we ask the Councilmember to consider the serious issue of food waste 
in the District’s schools. Our Executive Board members and our community 
members have noted that baskets of uneaten and untouched food are thrown in 
                                                 
1 See Jeffrey Anderson, “D.C. Council Approves a Mega-Vendor School Food 
Contract—Again,” Washington CityPaper (July 14, 2016), 
https://www.washingtoncitypaper.com/news/city-desk/article/20827997/dc-
council-approves-a-megavendor-school-food-contractagain; Perry Stein, “D.C. 
Council approves new food service vendor for D.C. Public Schools,” The 
Washington Post (July 13, 2016), 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/dc-council-approves-new-
food-service-vendor-for-dc-public-schools/2016/07/13/1892fcc8-4864-11e6-
acbc-4d4870a079da_story.html?utm_term=.3ff1423cd774. 
 
2 See B22-0313, Healthy Students Amendment Act of 2017 (June 6, 2017), 
http://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B22-0313. 
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the trash at the end of the day. Specifically, we have noted significant food 
waste with regard to the current provision of free breakfast to all students in all 
schools and the provision of free lunch to all students in eligible schools under 
the federal program, whether the students opt into the program or not. This 
wasted food is particularly unfortunate because the District has many residents 
suffering from hunger and malnutrition. We hope that the Councilmember will 
take this opportunity to address the issue of food waste and consider using 
upcoming school modernizations to pursue forward-thinking and innovative 
solutions to food waste.  
 
Again, we thank you for discussing the important issue of school health with the 
Manor Park community. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have 
questions or would like to discuss further. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Manor Park Citizens Association, Executive Board 


